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a. code and title of the course: bl 301.1(english major - i) 

law and justice in ancient indian literature 

b. course credit: 4 (total marks 200)  

c. medium of instruction: english  

d. course compiled by: aparajita dutta hazarika  

e. course instructor: aparajita dutta hazarika  

 

1. course objectives  

 

this course introduces students to a selection of ancient 

indian literary texts in english translation. 

To explore various legal and philosophical questions that 

emerge from a critical reading of vyasa’s Mahabharata and 

kalidasa’s abhijnanasakuntalam.  

 



to develop an understanding of the relationship between 

Dharma and justice  

 

2. teaching methodology 

the teaching methodology shall be learner- centric in 

nature which will give ample scope to the students to 

actively participate in the learning process.  

the students are encouraged to do independent research on 

topics of their choice with guidance from the teacher.  the 

students prepare their topics from the sources suggested to 

them.  

in the classroom the students are required to present their 

topics and to actively participate in group discussions.  

the teacher shall help and guide the students in their pursuit 

of legal learning.  

the teacher shall recapitulate after the students have 

completed their discussion, and doubts, if any, are clarified. 

 

3. learning outcomes: 

students will learn about the concept of dharma and 

justice in the ancient indian literary texts.  

students will learn about the interstices of law and 

literature. 

the students shall be encouraged to express various 

concepts through writing and they shall demonstrate their 

conceptual and textual understanding of the texts through 

writing assignments and tests.  

 

4. the course shall be assessed for 200 marks. the evaluation 

scheme would be as follows: internal assessment: 70% (140 

marks) semester end examination: 30% (60 marks) 

 

sl. 

no. 

marks distribution 

1 project work  40 marks 

2 seminar/group 

discussion 

20 marks 



3 assignment/assessment 30 marks 

4 mid-semester  40 marks 

5 attendance in class 10 marks 

6 semester end examination  60 marks 

 

 

 

5. detailed structure of the course (specifying course 

modules and sub-modules)  

module i 

 the indian epic tradition; classical indian drama; dharma 

and the heroic  

 

module ii  

abhijnanasakuntalam, kalidasa, trans. chandra rajan, in 

kalidasa: the loom of time 

 

module iii  

vyasa, selections from the mahabharata, from the 

Mahabharata ‘the dicing’, book 2 

 

module iv  

vyasa, selections from the mahabharata, from the 

Mahabharata ‘sequel to dicing’, book 2 

 

 5. prescribed  readings:  

 

bharata, natyashastra, tr. manomohan ghosh, vol. i, 2nd edn 

(calcutta: granthalaya,1967) chap. 6: ‘sentiments’, pp. 100–

18. 2. iravati karve, ‘draupadi’, in yuganta: the end of an epoch 

(hyderabad: disha, 1991) pp. 79–105.  

j.a.b. van buitenen, ‘dharma and moksa’, in roy w. perrett, ed., 

indian philosophy, vol. v, theory of value: a collection of 

readings (new york: garland, 2000) pp. 33–40.  

kalidasa, abhijnanasakuntalam, trans. chandra rajan, in 

kalidasa: the loom of time, (penguin classics, 1989, reprint 

2000)  



sudraka, the mrichchhakatika of sudraka, trans. m. r. kale 

(delhi: motilal banarsidas publishers, 1924, reprint 2013). 

 vinay dharwadkar, ‘orientalism and the study of indian 

literature’, in orientalism and the postcolonial predicament: 

perspectives on south asia, ed. carol a. breckenridge and 

peter van der veer (new delhi: oup, 1994) pp. 15895.  

vyasa, selections from the mahabharata, from the 

mahabharata of krishnadwaipayana vyasa, trans. k. m. 

ganguli (delhi: munshirammanoharlal publishers, 2012) a) 

‘the dicing’ and ‘sequel to dicing’, book 2, sabha parva section 

xlvi-lxxii  
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